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P R 241217Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9040 
INFO AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 02190 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MT, FR, IT 

SUB J : ITALIAN/FRENCH DISCUSSIONS WITH MINTOFF 

REF: A. VALLETTA 96. B. PARIS 244. 

1 . IN VIEW OF APPARENT IMMINENCE FINAL QUAI CLEARANCE 
FRANCO-ITALIAN APPROACH TO MINTOFF REPORTED VALLETTA'S 
REFTEL WOULD APPRECIATE WHATEVER DEPARTMENT COULD DO 
POINTS RAISED REFTEL B. TO ENABLE US TO MAKE MEANING- 
FUL INPUT HERE SOONEST. 

2. SINCE THIS IS ONE OF FEW OCCASIONS ON WHICH QUAI 
HAS ACTIVELY SOUGHT US VIEWS BEFORE DECISIONS TAKEN, 

WOULD BE PITY TO MISS THE OPPORTUNITY. AT SAME TIME, 

EMBASSY OF COURSE FULLY RECOGNIZES PROBLEMS CURRENT 
WASHINGTON TRANSITION MAY POSE FOR DEFINING GUIDANCE 
ON INTRINSICALLY LOWER PRIORITY ISSUE SUCH AS THIS. 
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